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Dr. Jason Baesler

Living in the Ling
of Fire

In his spare time, Or. | §
Jason Baesler enjoys
scuba diving, martial
arts and target practice.
Through his SWAT con-
nections, he gets to live every boy's
fantasy — shootng guns ... page 3

Funding Cuts Mean
Hospital Jobs Will be Lost

It's justa matter of time before Loui-
siana’s 42 community hospitals have
o start kaying off workers and cutting
services, according to a state hospital
association executive ... page 4

“Meaningful Use” Finally
Defined

HHS Final Rule: Norn-Compliant
Providers Face Reduced
Medicare Payments in 2015

During the dog days of summer, the
Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS) released the much-
anticipated final “meaningful use”
..page 5
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State Moves Forward with

I'T Network

v TED GRIGGS

Louisiana took another in a series of steps
that will eventually lead o a statewide nerwork
where healthcare providers can share patients’
records elecrronically.

The Lowistana Health Care Crualicy Forum,
a state-created nonprofit overseeing the efforr,
has asked the ULS, Depariment of Health and
Human Services o approve the draft of the
health information exchange.

“Everything we're doing ultimarely is abour
the patient and improving outcomes,” said
(:ir'l.d}' Munm, executive director of the forum.

The main goal of the health information

citiciency, Munm said. Health informarion
technology and exchange are critical elements
in achieving that goal.

The draft ]:l|i|'| iz 138 Fr:l!_."-l.‘.\lllllg and includes
proposals to take advantage of existing electronic
health records svstems, such as the Louisiana
Rural Health Information Exchange in North
[.1|||i'.iJ||!|u., as wl.'” HiLY h!r."l‘ll.'l;.ll.'\ 0 OVERCHIme
gaps in delivering lab resulis electronically, e-
prescribing, and sharing clinical records.

Lowisiana and the Quality Forum have been
in the forefront of a number of effons 1o improve
healthcare quality and the state is expecied w
benehit from the EXperience. Those projects im-
cluded a website allowing providers o check the

L'xL]'l:l.l'igl: i% 1o b able vo have and p:r-u:n'idl.' relevant, climcal dara medication histories of Hurricane Katrina evacuees; a demon
to providers when they are treating patients, Munn said. stration program showing providers in New Orleans and Baton
Stave and Federal afficials, 1.'1|:p-|-:r‘l. ers. healtheare |:I:I'\'I:I'|-'i.ll.1- Rouge could share medical records: the Louisiana Rural Health

ers and consumers want o improve healtheare qualicy and

Gitt of Hope: Giving Infertile
Couples a Winning Chance

Craviupea on L

BY L1SA HANCHEY

Robin and Dion Carver seemed 1o have it all. The arrracrive Ville Plare couple mer
during college, dated for six years, and have been married for five, But, something was
missing from their lives. causing them ro feel an agonizing void — a child. “We knew we
wanted o start a family, becavse family is very important to us,” Robin said,

Shortly after the honeymoon. the pair started trying to conceive. Afrer several failed
attempis, Robin saw a doctor, who diagnosed her with severe endometriosis, In 2005,
she had an extensive laparoscopic surgery. Afrerwards, the couple tried 1o have a baby
ng..ai.n = amd :|._|_r|.1in and -.iHHi“ and .RE_.IiI'l. “Afier that |1|_1i|1|;. it started 0 consume my life,”
she said. "1 abways knew thar | wanted ro be a mom. It was very hard for me.”

Five years and five doctors later, Robin was stll unable to become pregnant, Grow-
ing despondent, she started slipping into depression. Then, her sister, who also had
endometrioss, tald her about a fertiliny specialist in Latayette, D John Storment wath
Fertility & Women's Health Center of Louisiana. Robin made an appointment with
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